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which brings us to NBC News in-depth tonight and one of the ex-presidents last official acts pardons for 140 
people including one very controversial man who has been on the run from the law for almost two decades 
whose ex-wife is a major contributor to the Democratic Party and the Clintons our in-depth report tonight 
from NBC's Pete Williams on the very day the White House hands out the summary of President Clinton's 
last official pardons one man on that list is also on another a US government website for international 
fugitives he's mark rich on the lam for 17 years now a multi-millionaire living in Switzerland enjoying the 
skiing and avoiding US charges of tax evasion and trading with the enemy his pardon with barely two hours 
left in the Clinton presidency the sparking outrage from people familiar with the case including New York 
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani who brought the charges against rich in 1983 if he ran away it was the it was at the 
time the largest tax evasion case in history United States legal experts say nearly all presidential pardons go 
to people who have served time for their crimes that's true for most of the 456 pardons during the Clinton 
administration an eight year total only slightly higher than the number granted by Ronald Reagan the last 
two-term president but a former prosecutor on the case says rich as a fugitive is especially undeserving the 
principle of given a pardon to somebody that is you know they'd basically stuck their tongue out at the 
system and such an important case as this one was because it drew so much attention and even now it's 
drawing attention | just don't understand it rich was accused of a scam to avoid oil price controls and evade 
nearly fifty million dollars in federal taxes and prosecutors say he illegally bought oil from Iran while it was 
under a US trade embargo for holding Americans there hostage his lawyers say it wasn't rich who did the 
trading it was his Swiss based company not subject to US law an argument he himself made to NBC News in 
1992 was their crime and I'm saying | don't think so on 
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and I'm saying | don't think so on Sunday mr. Clinton said that case for pardoning rich was pleaded 
personally by Jack Quinn a former counsel in the Clinton White House I've said a lot of personal time talking 
because of it's an unusual case but Quinn made a strong case and | was convinced he was right on the 
merits opponents of the pardons say they think contributions by Rich's ex-wife Denise who has given nearly 
1 million dollars to democratic causes during the Clinton era were also a factor though Rich's lawyers deny 
that lawyers involved in the case today say Clinton never contacted the Justice Department for its views on 
pardoning rich that makes this pardons as a former Justice Department lawyer a big departure from the 
usual practice for probably about a hundred and thirty five years the president has felt that it serves him best 
to have a filter and a recommendation from the Attorney General but now with a presidential pardon mark 
rich is free to come back to the u.s. no longer facing trial in one of the biggest tax fraud cases ever Pete 
Williams NBC News Washington other kind of urgency in Washington tonight the second workday of the 
George W Bush presidency has promised education is right at the top of his agenda but what's the best 
approach NBC's David Gregory is the White House Lisa Myers on Capitol Hill David we'll begin with you Tom 


tonight while the president vows to end what he calls quote the scandal of literacy which appears tonight 
willing to compromise on one of his top priorities a school voucher program designed to hold scusa schools 
rather accountable for student performance determined to crack down on public schools that he says won't 
teach and won't change today the president who avoids use of the politically charged word vouchers 
nevertheless stresses their value parents and children who have only bad options must eventually get good 
options if we're to succeed all across the country under Bush's school accountability plan parents of children 
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accountability plan parents of children and schools that are deemed failures after three years will get a 
$1,500 voucher from the federal government for use in a better public or private school states whose schools 
do make the grade will get a one-time bonus for meeting accountability standards advisers say while Bush 
insists on accountability there may be ways to modify a voucher plan to attract more support from Democrats 
Bush himself who meets with a parade lawmakers from both parties at the White House today praises the 
reform plans of three Democrats and signals he's willing to talk and will take my opinion to the hill and let 
folks debate it but too much attention on vouchers some experts say could undermine Bush's larger goals we 
will spend all our time arguing about vouchers that will benefit 10 to 15 percent of the kids and forget about 
85 to 90 percent of the kids other key features of Bush's estimated 48 billion dollar plan annual math and 
English testing of students in grades three through eight and a five billion dollar reading initiative to ensure 
children can read by age nine while education is of course largely a state issue the federal government 
providing just sends seven cents of every dollar schools get politically according to Bush adviser this is the 
perfect issue for the president to tackle first because it was a central theme of his campaign and because he 
expects he'll actually get results by this summer Tom thanks very much NBC's David Gregory tonight at the 
White House this is a very big test for the president on Capitol Hill where Democrats are wary of being 
steamrolled by the new chief executive in the opening rounds of his term and be seized Lisa Myers is there 
tonight Lisa what's the latest Tom it was an unusual day at the Capitol instead of the usual partisan sniping 
many Democrats say they are encouraged even excited by 70 70 to 80 percent of the president's plan but 
are prepared to do battle over the rest listen to the Senate's leading liberal after meeting 
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Senate's leading liberal after meeting with Bush some areas of a difference but the overwhelming areas of 
agreement and a support are very very powerful the biggest disagreement vouchers many Democrats say 
that simply a non-starter | just don't think it's gonna that President Bush's education proposal has many good 
parts to it is gonna get passed with his current voucher pertinent Democrats also say they will insist on even 
more money to pay for school construction smaller classes after-school programs and they want to target a 
bigger share of the pie to the poorest schools while nothing is a sure thing in Congress chances of a 
compromise here are very good asked today how likely it is the bush will get most of what he's asking for a 
key Democrat replies 99.9% Tom thank you very much NBC's Lisa Myers tonight although he wasn't part of 
that particular love fest Vice President Dick Cheney was roaming the halls of the Capitol today and this 
promises to be a familiar sight as he presides over the evenly divided Senate with the tie-breaking vote as 
NBC's Andrea Mitchell tells us tonight that is just one aspect of the unusual power this vice president will 
have he's the most visible take-charge vice president in memory briefing the press briefing the Congress 
briefing the president main reason on there is to serve him he needs people around him who care only about 
his success who were prepared to give him honest advice and and never sugar-coated it's a role so striking 
it's fodder for Saturday Night Live that Dick Cheney is gonna be one to false yeah actually George you're 
gonna be his boss don't | wish it suddenly the man campaign critics once called a drag on the ticket is 
everywhere creating a cabinet that some say looks 
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creating a cabinet that some say looks more like Cheney's than Bush's former Cheney mentor Don Rumsfeld 
for defense Cheney Ally Paul O'Neill for Treasury Cheney Gulf War partner Colin Powell together again for 
state even before the inaugural the question to insiders is this Bush's White House or a cold presidency 
President Bush said that he was going to give Dick Cheney significant responsibilities and | think he's 
making good use of his experience and talents he trusted confidant who is not interested in his own eagle at 
all Cheney is doing what president-elect Bush has asked him to do but insiders say Cheney has even more 
clout than Al Gore who had to share power with Hillary so on Team George who's in charge Dick Cheney is 
the major power broker here no George Bush is the major power broker here but dick is working closely with 
him and if Dick Cheney is Bush's alter ego friends say Cheney's top advisor is an author and conservative 
activist wife Lynn Lynn is kind of the de facto chief of staff photographer David Hume Kennerly he was 
followed Cheney since the Ford White House insists Cheney knows his place he's a really smart guy he's not 
gonna be overshadowing anybody he is the most profoundly loyal individual you'll find to whoever it is is in 
the leadership at the time still with George Bush saying a good executive knows how to delegate observers 
say that makes Dick Cheney look more like a prime minister than a vice president Andrea Mitchell NBC 
News Washington DC tonight a reunion of sorts for the new president george w bush met at the White 
House today with his chief rival for the Republican presidential nomination Senator John McCain and the 
issue was McCain's crusade for campaign finance reform especially for the so-called soft money legal but 
unregulated and almost always not traceable NBC's David Gregory is at the white 
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NBC's David Gregory is at the white house for us again tonight David well Tom Senator McCain is AIT's a 
carried low expectations into this one-on-one meeting with the president and he leaves tonight apparently 
right where he started sharing little common ground with Bush on campaign finance reform emerging from 
his 45-minute meeting in the Oval Office the Arizona senator says at least he believes the president shares 
his view that the system quote needs to be fixed like come away with the distinct impression that he's 
favorably disposed towards continued discussions on this issue the meeting which comes during the week 
Bush promised to focus exclusively on education which even attends the swearing-in of his education 
secretary rod page today is a clear sign the President believes his former rivals should be handled carefully 
they argued bitterly over campaign finance reform during the primaries last year and now Bush and McCain 
remained sharply divided the crux of the Arizona senators plan co-sponsored by Democrat Russ Feingold of 
Wisconsin a ban on unregulated soft money to political parties McCain and the president disagree on two 
key points Bush would allow unlimited soft money donations from individuals which McCain opposes McCain 
and the Democrats also oppose Bush's insistence on a so-called paycheck protection provision requiring 
unions to obtain permission from members before making political donations today the White House refuses 
to say where the bush would veto the mccain-feingold bill and it says the president is not concerned about 
when the legislation is debated the president's focus is much more on the substance of campaign finance 
reform than it is on the timing of it but two McCain timing is everything McCain understands that if you don't 
deal with this very political issue now while there is something of a political honeymoon and before the 
president has put a lot of other legislation on the table they're never gonna get to it in 
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table they're never gonna get to it in fact today meeting for the first time with congressional leaders from both 
parties who stressed his true priorities education reform and tax cuts expect patience are them we can't 
come together to get things done our mission is to exceed expectations after the meeting tonight Arizona 
Senator McCain described incremental progress on this Paycheck protection issue but there is a long way to 
go and the clock is ticking McCain wants what sources on Capitol Hill say he's not likely to get a vote on his 
bill by April Tom NBC's David Gregory at the White House and | think and former Vice President Al Gore 
reportedly has a new job tonight at least part time Gore is said to be landing at Columbia University where he 
will be an adjunct professor teaching national affairs reporting to journalism students the vice president was a 
newspaper reporter before he was elected to Congress Washington tonight many people are shaking their 
heads over some surprising behavior by members of the outgoing Clinton administration NBC's Henry 


Mitchell now on an unsettling footnote to this bitter presidential election a moment in history heavy with 
constitutional significance hardly a time for college pranks or out like vandalism but that's exactly what Bush 
White House officials say happened when the Clinton team left 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue on January 20th 
the president understands that transitions can be times of difficulty and strong emotion publicly Bush officials 
are downplaying the damage at the old executive office building on the White House grounds calling some of 
its silly like a message on an answering machine that says this is Al Gore's office due to a constitutional 
crisis I'll be out for the next four years but sources tell NBC News some of it is serious phone lines cut 
drawers filled with glue door locks Jimmy's so that 
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with glue door locks Jimmy's so that arriving Bush staff got locked inside their new offices obscene 
messages left behind on copying machine paper | think that if there was anything bordering on vandalism 
here we all ought to be very very concerned and we should not tolerate it how could this happen some 
former Clinton officials explained it's the aftershock of the battle for Florida no level staff still angry over the 
way the election was decided someone's idea of fun is obscuring what was a very good transition a very 
cooperative transition but destroying government property is illegal if it does slow down the incoming 
administration from actually getting work done and being able to communicate that it might probably ought to 
be seriously investigated one of the easier fixes an Ohio office supply company is donating five hundred 
double use to replace the double use taken off White House keyboards by departing Clinton aides and the 
Air Force will replace Air Force one glasses and four hand towels apparently pilfered by passengers traveling 
with the Clintons on their last Clinton officials recall that when they took over the White House from George 
Bush's father computer hard drives were missing but nothing on the scale of what the Bush White House 
calls an unfair parting shot from the Clinton team Andrea Mitchell NBC News Washington in Washington 
tonight George heavy Bush wrapped up his first week in office with an eye on foreign policy among other 
things he set up his first meeting with a British Prime Minister Tony Blair for next month as NBC's David 
Gregory tells us tonight from the White House the bush camp is pretty pleased with its debut on the world 
stage David well Tom in his first week on the job a familiar Bush strategy pick a policy priority and stay on 
message and in the presence of your adversaries stay on the charm offensive today the president caps off 
his first week by showing off what he sees as his good judgment his choices for top jobs Defense Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld and Secretary of State Colin Powell are 
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Secretary of State Colin Powell are sworn in this morning he understands that our nation is at his best when 
we project our strength and purpose with humility in his first week Bush who's been criticized for lightwork 
days in the past is an early riser reporting to the Oval Office just past 7:00 each morning his first issue 
education which discusses reform with 90 lawmakers this week 29 of them Democrats here is where the 
charm is unleashed more than a few winks and a full complement of nicknames which calls the liberal 
California congressman George Miller big George it's certainly an icebreaker | mean it's certainly nice to 
have a president that's engaging in charming vintage Bush aides say dating back to his days as governor 
when Bush found a little personality goes a long way especially in the beginning honeymoons don't spring 
out of nowhere honeymoons also sprang out of good ideas good policies the president addressing a group of 
freshmen from Congress today | come to Washington with a positive spirit the possible but even those who 
believe Bush deserves high marks for discipline in the first week suggest the charm offensive has yet to be 
really tested so as the president moves from the middle out for example on education policy he'll run into a 
wall of people on the far right in the far left that's when the real heavy lifting comes and of course there are 
battles ahead next week the president unveils his costly prescription drug plan and on defense policy 
secretary Rumsfeld in his first press conference today affirmed the administration's intention to deploy the 
also costly and controversial missile defense shield Tom thanks very much NBC's David Gregory at the 
White House good area of church and state is on the White House agenda this week as the president 
pushes his plan to help fund faith-based charities here's NBC's John Palmer President Bush attended church 
today as he prepared his plan for religious organizations to more easily 
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religious organizations to more easily tap into federal money to provide social services normally reserved for 
the government we in government must not fear faith-based programs we must welcome faith-based 
programs the president's plan would offer a $500 per person tax credit for charitable donations and allow 
religious charities to compete with secular organizations for government grants mr. Bush would create an 
office of faith-based action in the White House to oversee the controversial plan this runs afoul the basic 
principle that we keep a decent distance between government and religion not merge the two of them White 
House officials say there's no danger of that helping people get over drug addiction or or have child care or 
something like that I think is something that is a secular motive and that's what the president's proposing 
using the money for not to establish a religion during the campaign mr. Bush toured several faith-based 
charities saying it was important that these groups have access to federal money he touted this Addiction 
Recovery Center which gets funding from the state of Wisconsin as an example of how his federal plan could 
work but now this group is being challenged in federal court accused of using state money to indoctrinate 
clients in the Christian faith the trouble comes when you start actually endorsing religion when you start 
actually trying to convert people with public money when you start misusing public money to promote 
religious ends the president knows this will be a tough battle he'll begin making his case to the public into the 
Congress tomorrow by meeting with the heads of religious charity organizations from around the country 
John Palmer NBC News at the White right taking the wraps off what President Bush is calling one of the 
most important moves he's expected to make this is an initiative to steer government money to religious 
charities an idea that has sparked a good deal of controversy NBC's David Gregory joins me now with more 
on all of this David Tom while the president's plan is the 
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Tom while the president's plan is the most direct attempt yet to bolster claims that Bush is a so-called 
compassionate conservative he's already facing criticism that this is a heavy-handed effort to break down the 
wall between church and state | take great joy declaring the nation is quote called by conscience to respond 
to those suffering from addiction or homelessness the president today establishes a White House Office 
charge was distributing billions of dollars to religious groups that perform social service we will not fund the 
religious activities of any group but when people of faith provides social services we will not discriminate 
against them faith-based agencies like Washington's Christ tops that provides medical care for the homeless 
a job it's director says the government is unlikely to do on its own | think the initiative often comes from folks 
who feel this real sense of commitment and and know how to do it and and then the government can tap in 
to that with providing of funds the president advisors say first noticed how effective such programs could be 
in Texas where prison ministries flourished and his commitment which aides say will include a proposal to 
extend the federal charitable tax deduction to all taxpayers not just the ones who itemized in hopes they'll 
give more money to charities is deeply personal Bush credits his faith for helping him quit drinking in 1986 it 
wasn't because of a government program by the way in my particular case because | heard a higher call but 
opponents who already threatened lawsuits contend the president is in effect putting religious ministries on 
the government payroll Bush seems to believe that the folks who were homeless or addicted to drugs or 
can't find jobs that the answer for those people was to convert them into fundamentalist Christians on 
another thorny political issue Bush today also sent to Congress the first layer of his prescription drug plan 
under Medicare a forty six billion dollar program aimed 
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forty six billion dollar program aimed at getting the poorest seniors free medicine immediately even while the 
President and Congress tackled a larger goal while overhauling the Medicare program Tom thanks very 
much NBC's David Berg you also in Washington today President George W Bush began his big push for a 
big tax cut as he put a tax relief for all President Bush made the massive tax 
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all President Bush made the massive tax cut a centerpiece of his campaign of course and a combination of a 
sagging economy but with strong surpluses has only strengthened his resolve NBC's white house 
correspondents are a Campbell Brown and David Gregory and Campbell we'll begin with you tonight Tom an 
aggressive launch for the core of Bush's economic plan and today the president issues a warning to 
Democrats and Republicans not to tamper with the size of his 1.6 trillion dollar tax cut delivering on his 
campaign sales pitch President Bush today surrounds himself with three families that he says would all 
substantially benefit from his tax cut the beginning of a week long offensive this is the right size plan it is the 
right approach and l'm going to defend it mightily what Bush wants and across-the-board rate reduction an 
increase in the child credit from five hundred to a thousand dollars a reduction in the marriage penalty and 
the gradual elimination of the estate or death tax in all what the president says amounts to an average 
savings of about sixteen hundred dollars for a family of four but conspicuously absent today a family from the 
highest tax bracket who critics say will benefit most from his plan Bush offers this explanation I'm 
representing | got a little pay raise coming to Washington from Austin I'll be in the top bracket but it will take 
more than a joke to satisfy Democrats you know if you make over $300,000 a year this tax cut means you 
get to buy a new Lexus if you make $50,000 a year you get to buy a muffler on your used car but the 
president is taking on Democrats bolstered by an even bigger projected budget surplus and a powerful ally 
Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan who lunches with Bush at the White House today and recently 
endorsed a tax cut as a boost to the sagging economy the president will send his plan to Congress 
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president will send his plan to Congress Thursday and bush has now decided to Congress to make the tax 
cut retroactive to January first which means if passed quietly in his home in the bel-air suburb of Los Angeles 
today former President Ronald Reagan turned 90 years old across the country fans of the former president 
paused to remember his time in office and how Ronald Reagan is remembered in America to this day our 
report tonight from NBC's Jim miklaszewski a birthday bash today at the Reagan Library in California 
teachers Stephanie Johnson was too young to have even voted for Ronald Reagan but like millions of other 
Americans says she would have taken a strong stand and he did so | think that's a hero Reagan however 
misses the party suffering advanced stages of Alzheimer's Reagan along with wife Nancy will celebrate 
quietly tonight alone at their home in Bel Air but he is not forgotten and today 12 years after leaving the 
White House the Reagan legacy is still going strong in fact even today here at the new Bush White House 
you can still hear the distinct political battle cries of the Reagan Revolution George W Bush campaigned on 
some of the very issues Reagan first pushed 20 years ago on tax cuts Reagan then taxes ought to be 
reduced not raised a tax relief plan is an important part of helping our country s economy recover a strong 
military and national missile defense strong priorities first for Reagan then Bush the protection of our national 
security has required that we undertake in creating the military of the future one that takes full advantage of 
revolutionary new technologies Reagan also led the charge to privatize Social Security Bush makes the 
same case today the bush agenda echoes the Reagan agenda but the Reagan agenda was a revolution 
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but the Reagan agenda was a revolution the bush agenda is a restoration even President Clinton embraced 
the most popular parts of the Reagan Revolution Bill Clinton said the era of big government is over what 
greater tribute could there be to Ronald Reagan mr. president for eighth birthday how about if we promise to 
complete the Reagan Revolution here in Congress happy birthday mr. president tonight Congress votes to 
honor Ronald Reagan and his revolution that still lives today Jim McClure chef ski NBC News Washington 
and more tonight on how the former president is doing Tom Brokaw sat down with Nancy Reagan for a 
conversation that included the sensitive subject of his medical condition six years after the Reagan's told the 
world the former president suffers from Alzheimer's their family like millions of others is struggling with the 
devastating illness what will you do on the day of his birthday nothing well it's just a day | mean every day is 
just a day presence is just a day New Year's is just a day just to get through that day | think in most of 
America he still seems ageless yes it does to me too yes mm-hmm | don't think anybody well he doesn't look 
90 preserve protect and defend the Constitution of the United States when you look back on the Reagan 


years and then look at this administration you realize these were all the children of Ronald Reagan in a way 
yes some things never change god bless you and God bless the United States of America your husband who 
was the president was a man who could evoke some strong feelings politically but he always wanted 
elections by huge margins heads do you think now that he's 90 that most of that political criticism of him 
probably has faded and people just of 
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probably has faded and people just of all beliefs have a an enormous affection for him | think so | think so 
and and you know even even when they were critical of him they always knew where he was coming from 
you know he was very comfortable in his own skin as they say comfortable in his own skin and in his own 
hand consider a series of radio addresses he wrote while running for president let me just read you one 
passage that | thought was particularly touching and reflective of him someone very wise once wrote that if 
we were all told one day that the end was coming that they were living our last day every road every street 
and all the telephone lines would be jammed with people trying to reach someone to whom we wanted 
simply to say | love you that's right | remember that and it's true isn't it well he was this eternally optimistic but 
always romantic figure wasn't a very oh very very romantic man and could express it what would you like 
America to know about Ronald Reagan on his 90th birthday oh well that he's the most wonderful man there 
is you know what the love affair goes on a love affair goes hot auntie Reagan with Tom Brokaw 


END 


